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overall photograph

Block:  552 Lot:  60

29-30 Washington Square West,
102-104 Waverly Place
29 Washington Square West
1926-27
Twenty-nine Washington Square, Inc. 
Gronenberg & Leuchtag
Residential
Built as rental apartments, the build-
ing was acquired by NYU in 1953.  
Between approximately 1942 and 
1949, Eleanor Roosevelt leased an 
apartment here.
Greenwich Village Historic District
R3
16
Washington Square West (east) and 
Waverly Place (north)

Address: 

Building Name:
Construction Date: 

Original Owner: 
Original Architect: 

Original Use: 
Historical Notes: 

Landmark Status: 
Building Type: 

Number of Stories: 
Street Facades:

Original & Historic Features

General
• Original limestone, light gray granite and 

base; upper stories clad in brown and tan brick, 
yellowish-tan terra-cotta.

• Leaded windows above entrance canopy are 
original (50%).

• Original terra-cotta cornice intact (100%).
• Tower at southern part of roof is original.

Ground Floor
• Original wood 6/6 windows at ground fl oor 

intact (90%).
• Steel doors at entrance are historic.
• Original wood door with colored-glass panes and 

large metal strap-hinges intact on north facade.
• Ornate lantern-style light fi xtures attached into 

masonry at entrance are original.

Non-Historic Alterations

General
• Wood 6/6 replacement windows on upper stories 

(100%).
• Several air-conditioning units in windows.
• Penthouse addition visible on roof.
• Brick replacement at several lintels; replacement 

brick does not match original.
• Selective brick repointing.

Ground Floor
• Some window pane replacement at ground fl oor.  

Some sash reconfi guration to accomodate air-
conditioning units. 

• Limestone water table is painted.
• Bronze canopy is painted; missing elements at 

NE corner of canopy from vehicular impact.
• Non-original signage: plaques and metal 

numbers at entrances.

29 Washington Square West
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Historic Photograph, ca. 194029 Washington Square West Existing Condition Photographs
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29 Washington Square West Historic Photograph, ca. 1940
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Anchor                   A device such as a metal rod, wire, or strap, for fi xing one object to 
another, as specially formed metal connectors used to fasten together 
timbers, masonry and trusses.

Balustrade             A row of posts which support the upper rail of a guard rail or stair 
rail.

Bitumen             A mixture of tar-like hydrocarbons derived from petroleum either   
naturally or by distillation. Used to bind roofi ng materials.

Brazing                     To unite metal objects at high temperatures by applying any of 
various nonferrous solders.  

Cavity Walls             Two wythes of masonry, separated by a waterproofi ng cavity of 
varying dimension that comprise a masonry wall.

Cementitious           Of or relating to a chemical precipitate, especially of carbonates, 
having the characteristics of cement. 

Cleaning Agent       Detergents, solvents, or mild acids, when added to diluting solutions, 
are used to clean and restore architectural materials. 

Clear Coat                  Clear (non-pigmented) top coat paint that is applied over a material 
to  protect it from the elements.

Coping Joints         The masonry joints between coping materials that cap a parapet

Consolidate              Applying a binding agent to masonry to prevent material 
denegration.

Cornice                     A horizontal decorative molding which crowns a building. An 
element typically at the roof line. 

Crazing                   Alligator pattern cracking of a glazed surface.

Glossary
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Glossary

Dowel                        A piece of wood or metal driven into holes drilled in two 
pieces of material to fasten them together.

Dutchman                Inserted stone or brick to replace missing or damaged 
material.

Expansion Joint         A joint between two parts of a structure, permitting 
expansion, as from heat, which prevents cracks or 
structural damage from building movement.  

Fascia                       A vertical building component covering an expanse of a 
facade.

Flashing                    Weatherproof shielding used to prevent intrusion of 
water into buildings at opening, roof and parapet joint 
conditions.

Foam Backer            An  expandable, non adhering material inserted to fi ll 
a joint prior to installing sealant; otherwise known as a 
backer rod.

Friable                    A material that easily crumbles or disintegrates.

Galvanic Action        An electrochemical action which takes place when 
dissimilar metals are in contact in the presence of an 
electrolyte, resulting in corrosion.

Grinding                   Use of a power tool to remove existing mortar in 
preparation for repointing.

Lintel                        A horizontal structural member, that spans an opening, as 
between the uprights of a door or window or between two 
columns, piers, or walls.

Mortar                      Any of various lime-based materials or compounds for 
bonding together bricks, stones and other masonry 
elements.

Newel Posts              The central post or column around which the steps of 
a circular staircase wind; a vertical structural support 
located at the top, bottom or landing of a stair.
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Glossary

Parapet                     A low protective wall or railing along the edge of raised 
structure such as a roof or balcony. 

Pinning                  A process of securing damaged stone with straps or pins. 

Repoint                  To repair the joints of bricks.

Roof Membrane      Monolithic sheet material used to waterproof a roof.

Sash                          A fi xed or movable framework of window or door, in 
which panes of glass are set.

Sill                         The bottom edge of a window or door.

Soffi ts                      The underside of a building overhang or roofi ng element.

Spalling                    Chipping or fl aking on pieces of stone, concrete or 
masonry.

Spandrel Panel          An exterior wall panel usually spanning the space 
between a fl oor and the ceiling below.

String Course            A continuous narrow horizontal band or molding which 
projects slightly from the surface of a wall.

Terra Cotta               A hard fi red waterproof ceramic clay formed into 
decorative elements and used in masonry building 
construction.

Weather Stripping    A narrow piece of material, such as plastic, rubber, felt 
or  metal, installed around doors and windows to protect 
an interior from air infi ltration and external extremes in 
temperature.

Weep Hole              Small openings left in the outer walls of masonry 
construction as an outlet for moisture inside a building 
wall cavity to move outside the wall and evaporate.
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37 Washington Square West
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